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Designer Tim Clarke 
creates a sense of 
anticipation, drawing 
guests through a 
handsome wrought-
iron door.

OPPOSITE The spiral 
staircase is the spine of 
the house, a ribbon of 
plaster that connects 
its activities.

UNDERSTATED 
OPULENCE

DESIGNER SHELDON HARTE UPDATES A HOME WHILE 
RETAINING IT’S ORIGINAL WARMTH AND CHARM

TEXT KAVITA DASWANI  |  PHOTOGRAPHY TREVOR TONDRO

The front door 
opens to a 
lightly dappled 
wall sheathed 
in Fromental 
hand-painted 
silk paper.

The husband was keen 
on a wood-paneled 
family room and Harte’s 
selection of oak paneling 
with a hand-done pale 
bark finish is the perfect 
backdrop for a Linda 
Christensen painting and 
Rose Tarlow game table, 
surrounded by vintage 
chairs in a faux bone 
finish. Roman shades are 
from Jasper.
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A
FTER CLOSE to two 
decades in their 
Newport Beach home, 
a retired couple with 
multiple interests and 
active lives took a look 
around their house 
and decided it was 
time for a makeover. 

“Their tastes had changed and evolved and they 
wanted a fresher approach to their traditional 
home,” said Sheldon Harte, founder of Laguna 
Beach interior design firm Harte Brownlee & Asso-
ciates, whom they called in to re-envision their 
house, having worked with him previously on 
another property. Harte was tasked with designing 
and updated traditional home with a blend of classic 
and more contemporary notes. 

“The clients have always loved the idea of living 
with beautiful traditional surroundings and 
blending that with contemporary art,” said Harte, 
who brought abstract artworks by Charles Arnoldi 
and figurative painter Linda Christensen into the 
design conversation.    

While Harte was more or less given a free hand 
on the house, the clients had specific asks. The 
husband, an avid car racer and collector of 
Ferraris, wanted a TV room with surround sound 
and the latest in audio-visual technology. The 
high-tech speakers and other accouterments are 
hidden behind fabric panels.

“When you watch a movie in that room, you get 
the full effect,” said Harte. “If there is a scene of a 
plane flying, you feel like there is a plane flying 
right above you.” 

“My clients love the blend of contempo-
rary art with traditional surroundings,” 
says Harte. A reunion of iconic furniture 
designs takes over the living room, with 
pieces from Rose Tarlow, Michael Taylor, 
Paul Ferrante and Gregorius Pineo.
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Harte is a kitchen master, and the wife is a 
master cook and gardener. “She wanted the 
kitchen to function with the way she cooks,” 
said Harte. He took it upon himself to design 
custom Harte Brownlee cabinetry and he had 
Princess White Quartzite customized in a 
hand-done organic finish.  

Elsewhere, significant, non-structural 
changes had to be implemented to update the 
5,100 square foot home, extending to all new 

windows, flooring, lighting, moldings, said 
Harte. “Everything had to be reimagined,”  
he said. “We kept a couple of chairs, reuphol-
stered a few things, and re-envisioned the 
master bedroom bed for use in a guest room.  
But otherwise, everything was new.”

Harte, who spent 18 months on the project, 
incorporated a ‘California Room’ in the 
house, a new and modern take on the classic 
Garden Room.

ABOVE The white kitchen contains 
custom Harte Brownlee cabinetry 
and Princess White Quartzite in a 
hand-done organic finish.

OPPOSITE The Garden Room - called 
the California Room in the Golden 
State - is furnished with Formations’ 
Verano furniture, Perennials draper-
ies, Dennis & Leen light fixture and 
Charles Pollock coffee table. 
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“They wanted somewhere in the house where they could 
take in the view and enjoy the soft breezes when it might be 
too cool to sit outside,” said Harte. ”It evokes the feeling of 
being outside, but can be used year-round.”

As is his tendency, he suggested that his clients select their 
rugs first, and then a room could be built around that.

“I think that’s a very important element,” he said. “It gives 
the room a good grounding. When you think of a color 
palette, it’s always best to get the rugs first. If you work on the 
fabrics first, it’s harder to find a rug you love to match.”

Most of the rugs selected by the clients had some shade of 
blue in them, perhaps with terracotta or gold. The color 
palettes of the rooms reflect this; pale blue couches, an intrigu-
ing marbled blue-and-gold fireplace, a delicately patterned set 
of blue high-backed dining chairs around a polished round 
table, nuanced elegance permeating the space.

Despite the high-end stylistics of the home, Harte’s over-
arching goal is that it would always feel warm and welcoming.

“The clients didn’t want to jam that idea of luxury in 
anyone’s face,” he said.  “Instead, there is an understated 
opulence about it.” CH

Despite the high-end stylistics of the home, 
Harte’s overarching goal is that it would 

always feel warm and welcoming.

ABOVE The master bedroom is a mix of classic and con-
temporary with an antique rug from Woven and damask 
draperies from Groves Brothers, Rock Pillar table lamps 
from Jasper on nightstands from Jean de Merry, and 
antique-style four-poster bed from Rose Tarlow.


