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NOUVEAU NICHE

Wha says trad can't marry mod? For one Orange County redo,
grand gefs its groove on with big color, bold lines and a whole fof of fun
BY NATHAN SWAIN | PHOTOGRAPHY BY KARYN MILLET

When Annand Enc Smvih, SoCal natves and residents of Newport Beach taos
nore than 20 vears, realized ther thie wenage sons and growaing menaguenge
ol .|(|<;|'I\‘J Pels woere outgrowimg '.|:|‘ T ong-story IJH\IT Khi'\ JL’L!\i\'d Iowas
el

g o mavy “xll .I,’.I\l”:_‘ !‘;[\"\d Zh\':! HIU.; i ‘.‘m'mi|\ !H'!;:_i\lhnlhuv\‘:

Beaver Cleaver-caliber neghbaors was nat an aoprion And then one dav the

the b house witl
OIRNCT rane i Douse with

g magnoha tree on the cal-dessac a tew streeis

the market So the Smvibs snapped it up. even thoogh i

OVUEY went on
hoew they were ROmy to tear it ‘En'.\l‘

For some. the thought of an Orange County rebuld mav congure
mages of oo large plaster palaces populated by enually anatomically
unbalinced tophy wives thanks o the lenses of a centamn “realuy” TV
show But fuckly, this o ot the realay of Ann and B, tor whom new

daes not equal nouvean. They wanted modernized tradimonal—something

stvhish casual and comtortable, where they could entertam withou haveng

o limie thear Kads tree reen. Ene tapped mito hes resources as a commercial
1

and industral real estate manager to tind the pertect persan—incidentally

an old classmate of Anns trom Estanaa igh— o banld therr vision tram

wind up designer Sheldon Flaru

I'he Laguna Beach-based Hare wha founded las imtenor dessgn and

architectare birm Harte Brownlee s Assaciates 27 » didet plan ona

VCArs

d o own a Cadillac dealership or be a

desipn carcer imually e

rwWa

noentt

n haberdasher " savs Harte who jomed the Cannell and Chattin

9

turniture empire after busimess schaaol at 22 Parally fucled by a sivle-centnc

it : y 3 i
chuldhood induced by has 1ashion designer mother and the Chil Nav hoase

\I!l‘ mntgues | i.ul-,' l'.(LI\l&AI Lo pet ]1!\ \l& sSiEn l!\L-"l\\' and vonture

aut on s awn. Impressed wah the designers 200-plus completed prowects
and bes repetavion tor blendimg beanty and comtart, the Smvihs and Harte

boegan the more than twoovear process of plannimg and building the 5 oon

— 3 : 5
stpuare-1oot, hive-bedroom. six-and-a halt-bath l’.\'.l'llm::
Up went a twosstory oadittonal with overlapped siding, shutters and a deep
wreen tront door. Keeping i mind Anns mnsstence on not having a hiving room
——— -

the house binds s conter with a spacious great toom meant for gathenng 1o read
chat or st founge Ann also opted tor baght colars and geometnc patterns

doas s evident i the steel and nickel

rather than tlorals re silver than

tixtures. Hane sugpested the imerior and extenor décor be ned ogether with
aitrus colors—orange. hime and vellow anchored by a ncutral dark brown—and

erisp white walls, a theme that s carned throughout the hause CONTINUED

in the dining room, beld-patterned Summer Square drapes by Victeria Hagan Heme keep things quietly
cutting-edge. A Pasl Ferrante custem light fixture hangs above A. Rudin's Jules table in walsut,
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Above: Owner Ann Savyth breezes by her Rarte Brownles & Asssciates designed sofa with espresso Baea-
velvet cushions and pillow done in Clarence House's Velours Medeme fabric. Mirrors by Milling Road.
Opposite: Custom chairs by Harte Brownlee & Associates are covered in Galbraith & Paul Birch fabric.




Above: Kingsley-Bates' teak Namtucket deep-seating love seatl in Chella’s exterior
Montecatini chenile fabric with Donghia pillows in Oahe. A vintage sugar cane press gets its
secead act as a coffee table. Aight: Ammancites from Agadiz Opposite: Natural grass
woven shades by Coarad keep things elegant and laid back. The Fortuny beach features
white shell-trimmed pillows in Velours Madeleine from Samuel & Sons. Harte Brownlee &
Associates’ custom-made the Tibetan wool striped rug.

CONTINUED  from the tangeanepromt custom ¢haws by

f'('\! W Z[".

tor the great room 1o the round lime-preen da

Crattsmanship was another kev element tand due
experience with intenior architecture, another kev reason he was
}vrch.;:'ll on board i 1tor Foc, who wanted costom-made. not-olt-the-
shelt slm:“l:l\ll\‘ Thus, the kiuchens Shaker MspPINe <l WaNsCOung was
wrven 2 modern slant through Hartes decision o change the elevanan
of the moldings and mstall costom cabmenry. Plus nearly all the

Ferrante, including a gigantic peometne steel chandehier that ook 1

- house were custom designed by Harte and Maul

lehuing hixteres int

hours to hang in the hall

Finding the balance between sophistication and hivabnliy the
Smivths use every room. “We just love how apen and amry it s how
we can .‘5'.\.\\\ L ‘.\'I‘Ia\ conmmng .lll:l gang Savs .-\l:lt '.\|l|v |'.’.~ a

constant trail of neighborhood kids ranning thraugh the house So

why dont we see this side of the OC on TV? Perhaps o

the reality s st a hinde 100 real o make a hit show
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